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About Be Like Brit 
In many ways, Britney Gengel of Rutland, Massachusetts was a typical 19-year-old young 
woman, but her humor, passion and deep sense of caring for those less fortunate made her 
memorable to all who met her. It was her compassion for others that brought Britney to Haiti on 
January 11, 2010, just a day before a catastrophic earthquake claimed an estimated 230,000 
lives and rocked the small, poverty-stricken country. Britney had spent the day visiting a Haitian 
orphanage where she and fellow students of Lynn University, met the Haitian orphans they had 
traveled so far to help. Just a few hours later, Britney, three of her fellow students, and two Lynn 
University professors lost their lives in the rubble of the Hotel Montana in Port-Au-Prince. Britney 
was missing for 33 days before her remains were recovered.

Fortunately, Britney’s dream did not die with her. Only hours before the earthquake, Britney sent a 
text message to her family that read: 

“They love us so much and everyone is so happy.  
They love what they have and they work so hard to get nowhere, yet they are all so 

appreciative.  
I want to move here and start an orphanage myself.” 

- Britney Gengel, 3 hours before the earthquake 

These thirty-nine words would sustain Britney’s family through the tragedy and, ultimately, serve as 
the driving force behind the establishment of Be Like Brit and the decision to build Brit’s Home in 
Grand Goâve for the children of Haiti. Our Mission: Our commitment is to continue the compassion of 
Britney Gengel by serving the children of Haiti and sustaining a safe, nurturing home rooted in the 
virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love while developing a sense of social responsibility, community 
involvement, and unconditional love. Our Vision: To raise the next generation of leaders in Haiti. 

Be Like Brit Foundation, Inc. is an official U.S. 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization, Tax ID #27-1857525. 

Page !  of !2 21



Brit’s Home
Brit’s Home is a building rich in symbolic meaning.  The 
building sits on a mountain bluff high above up the town 
of Grand Goâve, overlooking the Bay of Gonave.  The 
itinerary of Brit’s Haiti trip for January 13th, the day after 
the earthquake, was to visit Grand Goâve to work with 
Food for the Poor. The Gengels chose this site for its 
natural beauty and calm, but also as an expression of 
moving beyond the quake, to build where Britney’s spirit 
was destined to go. 

Brit’s Home is located 
approximately 39 miles 

southwest of Port-au-Prince in the town of Grand Goâve. The 
devastating earthquake of 2010 damaged up to 90 percent of the town. 

Construction of Brit’s Home began on January 9th, 2011, and on 
January 4th, 2013, 70 family members and friends traveled to Haiti to 
celebrate the grand opening of Brit’s Home in Grand Goâve!!! Our first child, Kervins, was 
welcomed into our family on Britney’s birthday - January 21, 2013. Our family continued to grow, 
and at the end of 2014, we became home to 33 boys and 33 girls, in memory of the 33 days that 
Britney was missing in the rubble of the Hotel Montana. Our guiding principles are based on the 
belief that every child has inherent dignity and worth and deserves to lead a happy life, full of love 
and understanding. Brit’s Home is not only home to 66 children, but also helps to promote job 
creation in the local community. This is done by employing Haitian women and men as child 
caregivers, cooks, maintenance workers, security guards, field laborers, and launderers. 
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About Haiti 
Haiti has a rich and colorful history.  Haiti is located on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean 
Sea, and makes up roughly the western 1/3 of the island.  The Dominican Republic makes up the 
eastern 2/3 of the island.  Haiti was first discovered by Spain and later colonized by France.  
African slaves were imported to Haiti and worked, in many cases, to death, only to be replaced by 
more slaves.  Haiti was officially born in 1804, from a successful slave uprising against the 
French, becoming the first independent black republic in the world.  Unfortunately, the country 
was blacklisted by other nations who were using slaves and didn’t want to encourage their revolt.  
It would be over 60 years before America would allow trading with Haiti, and would even 
recognize Haiti as an independent nation.  The country has yet to recover from this very difficult 
beginning.

Haiti and the Dominican Republic have very different roots and have never been on friendly terms 
with each other, though they share an island.  Additionally, the two countries have a long history 
of mistrust, and even hatred.  Haiti has twice occupied The Dominican Republic in the 19th 
century, and in 1937 The Dominican Republic perpetrated a terrible massacre on Haitians living 
in or near The Dominican Republic's borders. 

Known as both the “Pearl of the Antillies” and “the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere,” 
Haiti is a land rich in contrast.  It is home to beautiful flora, rich, flavorful coffee, coconuts, 
bananas, cocoa beans, palm trees, coral reefs, the mongoose, marble, silver, beautiful sun 
scenes and virgin beaches. 

But there is also a side of great suffering to Haiti.  Most of the people live in extreme poverty on 
less than $2 per day.  Unemployment is estimated at about 75%.  Top soil is being washed into 
the ocean each time it rains on Haiti’s bare mountains, causing terrible erosion and poor yielding 
crops.

On January 12, 2010, the country was hit by a devastating 7.0 earthquake, the same one that 
claimed the life of Britney Gengel. Estimates of 220,000 to 300,000 people were killed. Later that 
year, a horrible outbreak of deadly Cholera affected the nation. Today, people are still trying to 
recover from the disasters that devastated this already poor nation.  Although things are slowly 
improving, poverty is extreme and is prevalent everywhere in this beautiful country.    

There is a lot of information available about the country of Haiti, online. It may be helpful to take a 
look at some of the information online, to learn more about Haiti if you are thinking about joining 
us for a trip.
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   Britsionarys  
What does it mean to be a “Britsionary”? Being a Britsionary 
means different things to everyone, but in essence it means 
you are Continuing the Compassion of Britney Gengel. 
Britsionarys travel to Haiti and work side-by-side with Haitian 
workers and interact with the children at Brit’s Home - to 
achieve a common goal - to fulfill Britney's last wish to help 
the children of Haiti.

Our Britsionarys have diverse backgrounds, experiences, 
and skills, yet they are able to work together to help bring 
hope to the children of  Brit’s Home. In our past trips, we have had students, nurses, social 
workers, teachers, mothers and sons, fathers and daughters - and everyone has played an 
essential role in building Brit’s Home and making our children feel deserving of love. We have 
also been blessed to have skilled tradespeople such as carpenters, plumbers, and electricians 
donate their time and teach their Haitian counterparts their skills and techniques. Our Britsionarys 
have helped us in building up the community around Brit’s Home through our Build-a-Home Project as 
well!

Our Britsionary Program was created to provide an opportunity for volunteers to gain a better 
understanding of global partnerships and cultures. Short-term Britsionary groups take a 1 week 
service trip to Brit’s Home in Haiti, to help with youth and community outreach projects and 
immerse themselves in the beautiful Haitian culture. This program gives young adults an 
opportunity to enhance their understanding of poverty and development while also broadening 
their global perspective. For Non-Medical Britsionarys, the mornings are spent building a home 
for a family in need in our community, and the afternoons are spent doing programatic activities 
with the children (field trips, coloring, games, learning activities, etc.). For Medical Britsionarys, 
the mornings and some afternoons are spent working in the BLB or local public clinic, and the 
remaining time is spent with the children and the Britsionary group.
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    Trip Types 

**The minimum age requirement for one-week trips is 14 years old. If you are under the age of 18 
when you submit an application, please make sure a parent or legal guardian is listed as your 
emergency contact. This parent/guardian will be cc'd on our response and will be required to give 
written consent before we can approve you application. If you will be under 18 years old during the 
week you travel to Haiti, you must be accompanied by a parent/legal guardian or chaperone. 

**For trips that include round-trip airfare, it is limited to flights up to a value of $750. For flights that 
cost more than $750, the difference will be added to your 2nd deposit deadline. If your flight requires 
an overnight stay in Boston/Miami/JFK/Atlanta/Fort Lauderdale, you will be required to cover the cost 
for this expense and book your own hotel. **Please note, if you are traveling from Canada, the cost 
remains the same in USD, regardless of the CAD to USD exchange rate. 

All trips include: In-country transportation, food, lodging, interpreter services, evacuation insurance. 

Building (Wooden-Home) Medical (Clinic Assistance)

Trip Length 7 days, 6 nights 7 days, 6 nights

Additional 
Requirements *Age requirement

Active practicing and licensed MD, 
RN, PA or NP (documentation 

required)

Program Fee $1950 per person (plus the cost of 
online Background Check)

$1100 per person (plus the cost of 
online Background Check)

Flight Included? *Yes, for flights valued up to $750 *Yes, for flights valued up to $750

Background 
Check Fee 
Included?

No - estimated costs between $25-
$100

No - estimated costs between $25-
$100

Non-refundable 
Payment Due 

Dates

$100 per person 
Upon Application Approval 

$850 per person 
12 weeks before trip 

 
$1,000 per person 
4 weeks before trip

$100 per person 
Upon Application Approval 

$700 per person 
12 weeks before trip 

 
$300 per person 

4 weeks before trip

Type of Work
Build a home in the mornings, and 

time with the children in the 
afternoons

Wellness checks for the BLB 
children, help at local public clinics, 
and be a resource for Britsionarys
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      Build-a-Home Trips (1-week)

Close to 200,000 people still live in tents and temporary 
shelters since the devastating 2010 earthquake. Often, entire 
families will live in these small, 1-room shelters, and are 
extremely vulnerable to hurricanes, earthquakes, rain, wind, 
mudslides and theft. Groups will build a new home for a family 
using 2x4s, plywood siding and a metal roof. All of our trips that 
are available for individuals to sign up, are designated as short-
term wooden home trips.

Groups that choose to help construct a wooden home for a 
family in the surrounding community will be able to meet the 
family before they start building. During the week, the group will 
work together with a Haitian foreman (and some laborers) and 
the majority of the work will involve hammering, sawing, digging, 
shoveling, etc. 

The group will visit the local market near the end of the week and 
purchase food items to give to the family. This in included in The 
Britsionary Program Fee. Additional items will be purchased for 
the family as well (goat, pots/pans, dishes, bed and mattress). 
This is also included in The Britsionary Program Fee. 

Suggested items that Britsionarys can bring down with them for 
this project include hammers, twin/full size sheet sets, 
plasticware, paintbrushes (3” or 4”), pillows, and non-perishable 
food items. 

At the end of the week, the group will join the family for a 
dedication of the house, and celebrate as they move into their 
new home!
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Day 3: Frame and side the home. Day 4: Install the door, window, 
trim/bracing, and painting!

Day 2: Mix and pour the concrete floor.

A sketch of what completed homes 
look like at the end of the week

Day 5: Dedication of the home!

Day 1: Build and concrete the posts.



Medical Britsionary Trips  

We have 1-2 medical Britsionarys accompany each Britsionary group throughout the year. You 
will provide medical care in the clinic at Brit’s Home for the children and staff who live and work 
there. You may also have the opportunity to help within local public medical clinics. You will often 
times work alongside BLB staff members and community members. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
All of the children who live at BLB must have child 
wellness exams while you are there. Please try and 
space out the exams each day - for example, if there are 
20 children who are living there, plan on doing 4 thorough 
exams per day. Since most of the children that live at 
BLB will be in school during the week, the well child 
exams should be done on all children after school. The 
exams must be documented in each child’s medical 
records and shall include the following: 

• Vital signs. 
• Growth charts - weigh and measure each child. 
• Skin checks - examine each child to make sure that they have no fungal or skin 

infections. 
• Follow up with staff to ensure that all children are receiving a multivitamin every day. 
• Follow up with staff and children to ensure that children are brushing their teeth properly 

and that toothbrushes are kept in their designated holders in bathrooms. 
• Please make sure that there is antibacterial soap in all the bathrooms (no bar soap) and 

that the children are washing their hands properly after use. 
• Update pharmacy inventory list with medications dispersed. 
• Check all first aid bags in clinic and on bus for supplies and restock as needed. Confirm 

with staff that they are taking this with them when children go on any field trips outside of 
Brit’s Home. 

• Staff development - evaluate staff to ensure that protocols are being followed through 
with per staff development training manual, i.e. proper hand washing, sanitation, CPR 
etc. 

• Any immunizations if needed and if available. 
• No vaginal or rectal exams on the children will be performed unless medically necessary. 

These exams will be done with the approval of Cherylann Gengel only. 

All medicines and equipment should remain at Be Like Brit and not be used with other medical 
clinics or outreach. No EpiPens, AEDs, etc. should be taken off site for any reason, especially to 
service another clinic. For the safety of everyone, all members of the team must remain with the 
group at the designated sites at all times. Under no circumstances, are any members of the 
medical team allowed to wander around on their own time or out in the community to provide 
medical care.
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As professionals, your role at the clinic is to do what you do best; provide medical care and treat 
people in need. You are a guest at this clinic, so please be respectful and leave the clinic the way 
that you found it.  Please adhere to the policies and procedures and do not rearrange the clinic or 
edit any of the clinical policies. If you have any concerns or questions, please consult with 
Cherylann Gengel, or the Britsionary Program Coordinator). Please submit a brief report with 
updates on the children to Cherylann at the end of the week. 

Sample Weekday Itinerary (Monday-Friday) - specific for Medical Britsionarys 
6:30am-7:30am: Breakfast with the Britsionary Team 
8am-12pm: Work at an outreach clinic in the community, or work Brit’s Home Clinic 
12pm-1pm: Lunch with the Britsionary Team 
1pm-3pm: Wellness checks for BLB children and staff 
3pm-5pm: Excursion with the Britsionary Team and/or afternoon activities with the children 
6pm-7pm: Dinner with the Britsionary Team 
7pm-8pm: Free time with the children 
8pm-10pm: Relax and Reflect on the days activities with the Britsionary Team 

Physical Demands 
Britsionarys will be working and going on excursions in extreme heat (80-100°F degrees PLUS factor 
in humidity) and will be required to do a significant amount of walking to either get to/from the work 
site and/or for some excursions. ALL MEDICAL BRITSIONARYS SHOULD BE PHYSICALLY ABLE 
AND WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL WORK-SITE RELATED ACTIVITIES AND EXCURSIONS. 
Many of the outreach clinics have limited resources (no A/C, etc.) and can require working in 80-100 
degree heat. You will also be walking/hiking up significant hills to get to some of the clinics (and for 
some excursions). We cannot accommodate for certain physical limitations, due to limited resources 
available at the Brit’s Home. Every day, there is a significant amount of walking and hiking (we are 
located on a mountain) involved in each day’s activities. 
 

 
Program Fee 
7 Days, 6 Nights  
Total Cost: $1100 per person, plus cost of online 
background check 

The Medical Britsionary Program Fee includes 
food, lodging (at Brit’s Home), in country 
transportation, interpreter services, travel 
insurance, and flights up to $750. If flights go 
above the $750 allotted for within the Program 
Fee, Medical Britsionarys are required to submit 
payment for flight overage. 
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Sample Itinerary* 
Most trips are Sunday-Saturday, however they may be  
Saturday-Friday based on flight cost and availability. 

 
*Trip dates will also vary for specially scheduled trips. 

 

*Please note, things are always subject to change on a day to day basis, and the Britsionary 
Program Itinerary/Schedule is not set in stone. 

As we like to say, “it’s Haiti!” 
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What to Expect 

“It’s Haiti” – you never know what to expect! 
Although we try our best to keep things on schedule, everything is subject to change – things 
come up because “it’s Haiti!” We expect all Britsionarys to keep an open mind and be flexible – 
it’s up to you to make it a great experience! It’s important to “go with the flow” - not only for your 
enjoyment, but also for your safety. It’s always best to “participate, don’t anticipate.” 

Extreme Poverty 
Haiti is the poorest nation in the Western 
hemisphere. Extreme poverty is prevalent and 
will be emotionally difficult to see and 
experience. It’s hard to imagine what extreme 
poverty looks, feels and smells like - especially 
if you have never experienced it before. We’ve 
included some pictures of things you may see, 
but we expect all Britsionarys to thoroughly 
research and learn about Haiti’s history and 
poverty. It’s critical that you prepare yourself 
mentally for this kind of trip.  

The average person lives to be 62 years old2 
Only 49% of adults can read2 

Only 39% of families have access to electricity2 – but that doesn’t mean they can afford to use it!  
1 out of every 4 babies are born with a physician/nurse present2 

Only 3 out of every 10 babies born will survive infancy2 

4 out of 5 people live on less than $2 per day3

1  

www.SaveTheChildren.org                2 http://data.worldbank.org/country/haiti               3 www.oxfam.org
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Cultural Differences 
For Britsionarys who have never been to Haiti before, 
there will some aspects of Haitian culture that may seem 
surprising or strange. While this program is designed to 
give you an opportunity to enhance your understanding of 
poverty and development, it’s okay to feel overwhelmed if 
these experiences are new to you. We expect all 
Britsionarys to actively participate in group reflection 
sessions each night, and use other personal tools (i.e. 
journal writing) to help cope with some of the emotions 
they may feel. 

Some cultural differences you may see include: 
• It’s not unusual to see Haitians bathing anywhere there’s water, even in public. 
• Children often run around the neighborhood naked. This is normal behavior and you 

don’t need to feel awkward around them. 
• It’s also normal to see men holding hands.  

Britsionarys must also abide by certain rules that will help us build trust with the local community: 
• Please do not make any promises to people that you cannot keep – this will hurt the 

relationship of trust between BLB, volunteers, and the Haitians. 
• Do not give any gifts to individuals without prior approval from the BLB group leader – if 

you would like to leave gifts behind, please tell the BLB group 
leader. 

• Always ask before taking anyone’s picture. 
 

Children (“Timoun”) 
As of January 2013, Brit’s Home welcomed its first child 
into our family - Kervins! We now have 66 children: 33 
boys and 33 girls, in memory of the 33 days that Britney 
was missing in the rubble. Brit fell in love with the 
children of Haiti, and we know you will too! 

Accommodations 
Britsionarys will be staying in a separate guest house inside the BLB compound called “Brit’s 
House of Love” There are separate male and female rooms with bunk beds (4-5 people per 
room), each with their own bathroom. There is A/C in the rooms at night only. There is electricity, 
running water and clean drinking water available. The building itself is designed to protect against 
earthquakes and hurricanes, and the BLB compound is gated and monitored by security guards 
24/7.  Illegal drugs are prohibited, and smoking is minimally allowed in designated areas only. 
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Projects
Typically, the mornings are spent helping to build a wooden home for a family in need in our 
community. The labor involved to build a home is extremely intensive, given the heat and nature 
of the work. It’s important to stay hydrated and know your personal limits on how much physical 
labor you can handle and stay healthy. We always have local Haitian laborers/masons on site to 
assist the group with the construction of the home, as well as our Haiti Britsionary Coordinator 
Team.

The afternoons are spent doing a variety of activities with the children at Brit’s Home - including 
learning activities, arts and craft projects, field trips, play time, etc. Britsionarys will also go on 
afternoon “excursions” to learn more about Haiti and its culture. Britsionarys will face new 
challenges and growth opportunities (physically, emotionally and spiritually) before, during, and 
after the trip. It’s a time to not only learn about the Haitian culture and people, but also yourself. 

Excursions
Each afternoon when possible, we will go on an 
excursion to experience different aspects of Haiti. Some 
adventures include:

• Fishing Village that Britney was supposed to 
travel to the day after the earthquake

• Tour of Grand Goâve
• Afternoon trip to the local beach
• Market to buy food for the family you are 

helping
• Visit to other local organizations
• Visit to a local Voodou Temple
• Visit to a local mountain village
• Visit to a local playground with the children
• Small Hikes

Phone and Internet
If you would like to bring your own phone, please call your cell phone provider to see if it can be 
set up to work in Haiti (not all phones work). There is an emergency international phone on site at 
all times, however Britsionarys will not have access to this phone, or the internet during their stay. 
Friends and family should be advised to check the Be Like Brit Facebook page 
(www.Facebook.com/BeLikeBrit) to see pictures of the group and their progress throughout the 
week. Pictures will be uploaded daily as a way for loved ones to see that their Britsionary is safe. 
You do not need a Facebook account to view this page.
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Food
Britsionarys will be provided 3 meals per day. The meals are very carbohydrate heavy! We 
suggest you bring fiber bars/pills to help keep things “flowing”!

Typical menu items include:

Breakfast
Bagels 

Peanut Butter
Fresh Fruit

Coffee & Tea

Lunch/Dinner
Chicken, rice, and beans

Spaghetti
Macaroni and cheese

Soup
Fruit, Fresh squeezed Juice

We highly recommend that all Britsionarys bring snacks with them, such as granola bars, 
peanuts, pretzels, trail mix, and other snacks that won’t melt in the tropical heat. All Britsionarys 
should also bring 2 water bottles (thick plastic sport-type bottles), and we suggest that they bring 
vitamin packets (Propel/Gatorade) to help stay hydrated.

Please note, it is extremely difficult for us to accommodate food 
allergies. Britsionarys with food allergies should be prepared to 
bring their own food if they cannot eat the meals that are being 
served. Almost all dishes use a chicken base, and gluten is almost 
unavoidable. Dairy is present in most meals, as well.

Weather and Heat…and Critters!
Be prepared for rainy, humid, tropical days! Average 
temperatures range between 80-100°F, so it’s important to continuously apply 
sunscreen throughout the day. Britsionarys should carry their water bottle with them at all times – 
it’s important to stay hydrated! 

Bugs…sometimes large ones…are around! Be prepared to see critters and even tarantulas at 
some point during your trip!
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Physical Demands of the Trip
Britsionarys will be working and going on excursions in extreme heat (80-100°F degrees PLUS 
factor in humidity) and will be required to do a significant amount of walking to either get to/from 
the work site and/or for some excursions. ALL BRITSIONARYS (INCLUDING MEDICAL) 
SHOULD BE PHYSICALLY ABLE AND WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL WORK-SITE 
RELATED ACTIVITIES AND EXCURSIONS. You should feel comfortable shoveling, digging, 
nailing, etc. in 80-100 degree heat, as well as walking/hiking up significant hills to get to the 
worksite (and for some excursions). We cannot accommodate for certain physical limitations, due 
to limited resources available at Brit's Home. Every day, there is a significant amount of walking 
and hiking (we are located on a mountain) involved in each day’s activities.

 
Dress Code
Think conservative! That being said, we also want you to feel comfortable in the heat. Women 
should wear conservative shorts (not too short!) and thick-strapped tanks or t-shirts (no spaghetti 
straps). Shirts are mandatory. Shoes or flip flops must be worn at all times in Brit’s Home. Please 
see the packing list and details below on what should be worn to church.

Personal Relationships
Britsionarys are not allowed to share personal information (address, phone number, email, 
Facebook contact information, etc.) with anyone (other than fellow Britsionarys) while in Haiti. 
Everyone must conduct themselves above reproach at all times. It is normal to have feelings for 
others, but this is not the time or place to act on it. 

Reflections
We have a reflection session at the end of each day. We help facilitate group reflection sessions 
because it's important that everyone has the opportunity to decompress, check in with each other, 
and reflect on what we experienced as a group and personally.  While Haiti itself will be hard to 
reflect upon, it's also extremely important that we remember why we are all on this Britsionary trip 
together - Brit. Her story, her text and her desire to help the children of Haiti - need to be a part of 
this experience and we will be integrating the book in our reflection sessions. 

We also encourage everyone to actively participate in personal reflection and coping activities, 
such as daily journal entries. 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Safety 
We know that Haiti isn't for everyone - we need to make sure everyone is both physically and 
mentally prepared before deciding to go on a trip.  The group will be working at the house 
construction site for 5 days (in VERY hot weather) and we want to make sure everyone is 
physically prepared!  Also, as you probably know, Haiti is a developing country and safety is one 
of our biggest concerns.  BLB takes every measure to ensure your safety while your group is 
there, but it's also up to the Britsionarys to follow all rules and stay alert at all times. Britsionarys 
must never leave the walls of Brit’s Home, or the group without the permission of a BLB team 
leader.  Political unrest is always a concern in Haiti, and we need Britsionarys to always stay 
together, abide by all rules and directions of the BLB team leader, and make smart decisions to 
help stay safe.  It's important that you think about your expectations for the trip, so that you, and 
the group as a whole, will have a fulfilling and safe experience.

Safety always comes first – plans may need to be changed in order to stay safe. We expect 
everyone to understand this and be flexible and keep an open mind at all times.

Haiti is a beautiful country, but it is also the poorest country in the western hemisphere.  For those 
who have never experienced this kind of poverty before, it will be extremely emotional.  Everyone 
should be willing to participate in daily reflection/debriefing sessions so that we can all discuss 
what we are experiencing. 

Britsionarys should be aware of travel warnings issued by the U.S. Department of State, and 
should actively communicate with us about concerns they have. Currently, there is a travel 
warning for Haiti (https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/haiti-travel-
warning.html), and we strongly urge all Britsionarys to read more about this on the US State 
Department's website. Please let us know your thoughts after reading this, so we can answer any 
questions you may have. Please know that there is always the potential that the trip could be 
delayed or cancelled last minute in an emergency - if we do not feel it is safe enough to bring 
Britsionarys into Haiti, we will not bring them in. If this were to happen, we would work 
with everyone to reschedule the trip.

All Britsionarys must agree to abide by the Be Like Brit Code of Conduct and 
understand that failure to do so may result in an early departure from Haiti at 

their own expense. 

Page !  of !16 21

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/haiti-travel-warning.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/haiti-travel-warning.html


Fundraising 
Fundraising
Once you have passed your background check, you can begin the process of fundraising to help 
support your trip. We will provide you with your personal fundraising website to help you get 
started. Your personal fundraising page makes it easy to share your story, and ask friends and 
family for support!

These pages are to be used for two purposes only:

Britsionarys in need of financial support:
• For Britsionarys who cannot afford the cost of the trip alone, and would like to ask family and 

friends for financial support. When you customize your fundraising page and send out the 
link (e.g. posting the link on social media sites or emailing the link to family and friends), you 
are required to let supporters know that their contributions are helping to cover the cost of 
your trip (lodging/food/transportation/insurance) until you have reached your goal. Once you 
have reached this amount, any additional donations will go directly to a Be Like Brit general 
fund to support the children at Brit’s Home.

Fundraising for the children at BLB:
• For Britsionarys who are paying for the entire trip themselves, but would like to fundraise for 

the children at Brit's Home and support our mission. When you customize your page and/or 
send out the link (e.g. posting the link on social media sites or emailing the link to family and 
friends), you can let supporters know that all donations will go directly to a Be Like Brit 
general fund to support the children at Brit's Home.

Any donations/payments raised over the total amount due, will go to Brit's Home to support the children 
who live there - we cannot refund any additional donations. All donations/payments collected can only be 
used for this trip (donations/payments cannot be applied to future or past trips).  

Britsionarys are also encouraged to 
put together creative fundraisers to 
help them get the necessary funds to 
make their trip to Haiti.  Some ideas 
include auctions, t-shirts, dinner 
parties, and yard sales.  All of the 
money you raise will go towards your 
total deposit, and any additional funds 
will be donated to BLB.
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FAQs 
What is the first step to becoming a Britsionary? 
All Britsionarys are required to complete an online Britsionary application on our website: 

https://belikebrit.org/apply/visit-haiti/short-term/ 

Our staff reviews all applications and takes the essay questions very seriously. Volunteers must show 
that they have thoroughly researched and thought about what it is they expect from a Britsionary trip. 
Volunteers must also show that they are team players, and will positively contribute to the overall 
experience of the group. Once your application is reviewed and accepted, you will be sent additional 
forms and instructions to secure your spot on a trip. 

If you do not yet have a passport, you will need to apply for one. In the meantime, please put “NA” in 
the passport fields of the application. As soon as you receive your new passport, please email the 
passport number and expiration date to Taylor@BeLikeBrit.org. 

How do I become a Medical Britsionary? 
There are 1-2 Medical Britsionarys one each trip (you will travel with 10-12 non-medical Britsionarys 
on a designated group week). Some of the mornings you will have the opportunity to work at the 
public clinic down the road from BLB. In the afternoons, the children will be home from school, so you 
will be able to do wellness checks for all of them. Other things you might help with are checking any 
staff/Britsionarys if they are sick, CPR/AED training for staff if you feel comfortable doing this, and 
traveling with BLB Staff to any local hospitals/clinics if our children need to be seen off-site. The 
itinerary is pretty flexible, depending on what is needed and what you feel comfortable doing.  
  
Medical Britsionary must complete a different application: https://belikebrit.org/how-to/medical/. You 
must be a licensed/practicing RN, MD, PA or NP in order to be considered for a spot as a Medical 
Britsionary. Medical Britsionarys have a reduced rate for their trip ($1100, plus the cost of the online 
Background Check). 

Is there a minimum age? 
The minimum age to be a Britsionary is 14 years old. Britsionarys under 18 years old must have a 
parent/guardian or a school chaperone travel with them (if on a school-specific trip). If both parents 
are not traveling with the minor, they must complete a parental travel consent form (required by the 
airlines for international minor travel). 

Do I need to have a background check done? 
In order to volunteer at Brit’s Home, we must run your SORI (sex offender) and CORI (criminal) 
background check. We are required by law to run these checks on anyone that will have direct contact 
with children, and since everyone in this group will not only be playing, working and interacting with 
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Brit's kids, but you'll also be sleeping at Brit’s Home, we need to run these checks on everyone. We 
will let you know if there are any problems with your results. BLB reserves the right to deny 
Britsionarys from joining a trip based on the results of these checks.         

Our background checks are run by an outside third-party company. This company (Background 
Decision) will place an automatic $100 hold on your card, however the total amount that will be 
charged will vary and is dependent on the counties/states you have lived in, and name aliases over 
the course of the past 7 years. If the total amount is greater than $100, we will email you to let you 
know. As per MA state laws, BLB is required to run these checks on all Britsionarys (medical and non-
medical), and must do so every 12 months. We cannot accept background check results done by 
other organizations or companies. 

What if I want to bring my own group of Britsionarys? 
In order to have a “private” week with friends and family at Brit’s Home, you must have 10-12 people 
in your group. Please contact our Britsionary Program Coordinator (Taylor@BeLikeBrit.org) for details 
on which weeks are available and how the group application process works. 

All members in your group will still need to complete an application on our website and must be 
approved by BLB in order to be accepted into the group. 

What happens if I get sick or can’t make the trip last-minute? 
As soon as you know you will not be able to make the trip, please contact your group leader right 
away. Unfortunately all trip deposits/payments are non-refundable and cannot be transferred to a 
different trip. Your flight can be cancelled and you will receive a flight voucher that you can use 
according to the airline’s policies. Usually, this voucher is for the amount paid for the ticket, minus the 
cancellation fee (~$200).  

If you need to leave Haiti during your trip, you will be responsible for the cost to change your airline 
ticket and for any transportations related expenses (if they are not covered by your travel insurance). 
Travel insurance is provided to all Britsionarys but has specific inclusions/exclusions. It is important 
that you review these details prior to your trip so you aware of what is covered and what it not. 

How much extra cash do I need to bring? 
Please make sure to bring some money with you - we suggest between $50-$100 depending on how 
many souvenirs you would like to purchase. Please bring small bills only ($1s, $5s, and $10s). You 
will need cash for: 

• Food in the airport 

• $10 Haiti Tourist card (they collect this in the Port-au-Prince airport) 

• Souvenirs 

• Items at the “Djakout Timoun” Gift Shop - here, you will have the opportunity to 
purchase items made by the children living at Brit’s Home 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Past Trips and Testimonials 

“Fabulous.”
- Britsionary, January 2016 Trip

“The best trip of my life”
- Britsionary, January 2018 Trip

Our first Britsionary group traveled to Haiti in December 2011. Since then, we have had over 100 
teams travel with us - below are some testimonials 
from some of our trips: 

“It was a beautiful experience and I feel blessed to 
have had this opportunity be able to give in this way for 
Britney and her dream to help the people of Haiti. I felt 
safe and taken care of while I was there. We worked 
hard but probably “reaped” much more than we 
“sowed”. The Haitian people are a very loving people.” 
– Jane 

 

“This trip 
was 
completely life-changing. It is one of the most 
memorable experiences of my life and I could not be 
happier with how it went. Thank you so much for 
giving me the opportunity.” – Melissa  

“Being a britsionary in Haiti is something that I believe 
EVERYONE should experience! I can't put into words 
how much I love being in Haiti at Be Like Brit. I love 
how Brit is included in every aspect of Brit’s Home 
and her memory lives on everyday. I think the kids are 

amazing and loving and Be Like Brit is improving everyday and doing such an amazing job!! I 
would recommend being a britsionary to anyone and I can't wait to return for my third time 
sometime in the near future :)” – Martha 

“My experience as a Britsionary in Haiti was the best experience of my life. We were not just in 
Haiti to help construct Brit’s Home, but we were there to learn about the Haitian culture and 
lifestyle as well. I think it was absolutely incredible that we were able to hike Mt. St. Etienne 
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together, and I absolutely adored going to Mission of Hope to attend church and visit the 
students. I honestly don’t think my experience there could have gone any better!” – Melissa P. 

“Exceeds my expectations every time.  Love meeting new people, learning Creole, interacting 
with the kids, going on excursions, being able to give back to the community.  Overall it is a 
humbling experience and one that gives something to me I cannot describe except to say it gives 
me pride and humbles me at the same time.” – Tina 

“I had such an amazing time in Haiti with Be Like Brit. Spending time with all the kids was so 
much fun and I miss them more and more everyday. It was so rewarding to be able to help a 
family in the community by providing them with food and shelter. I loved being able to see 
different parts of Haiti and experience the culture and language. I can't wait to go back!”  
— Danielle 

“Everyone should have this experience!!! I'm so happy I did! Great staff and welcoming 
community! There's so much love inside the BLB walls and it's overflowing to the community!!!”  
— Jenna 
 

“This trip has been life changing for me and I 
can’t wait to start planning my next trip back! It 
was an incredible week and a life changing 
experience. I very much hope I get the 
opportunity to go back to Haiti again in the 
future.” — Derek 

“I absolutely loved every bit of my trip to Haiti, 
and I cannot wait to go back some day. It was 
the best experience of my life, and my world view 
changed from the first day I spent there. It is 
definitely a trip I would suggest to take!”  
— Brooke 

“When I'm not crying, I can't stop smiling.  I am so grateful for the opportunity to Be Like Brit and 
hope that I can return in the near future.  The experience was that AMAZING!” — Lauren 

“It was the trip of a lifetime, and I found myself planning my next trip before I left. The people I 
met, the friendships I made, and the amount of work all of the volunteers put into finishing our 
projects gave me an immense sense of pride.” — Jaci   

“Being a BLB Britsionary is one of the most memorable and rewarding experiences I have ever 
been a part of.  Be Like Brit has changed the lives of so many children and families in Haiti, and I 
am so grateful to be a part of that!  This trip has been life changing for me, and I can't wait to start 
planning my next trip back to Haiti with BLB!” — Ashley 

“This trip was the best experience of my life! I cannot wait to return!!” — Maggie 
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